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is often seen on the open plateau, and occasionally,
in small parties, the kiang or wild ass. Wolves
also there are and foxes, though they are not often
seen. And, whether it is as a protection against
beasts and birds of prey, or from some other
reason, these animals are as a rule of some shade
of buff or brown which resembles the plateau
soil.
And this protective coloration is the more
noticeable in bird life. Larks, wheatears and
mountain finches are the commonest birds. The
Tibetan skylark is almost identical with our own
and its song may be heard over every patch of
native cultivation. Five kinds of mountain-finch
were seen by Hingston, the naturalist of the third
Expedition. They were all fairly well protected
by the colour of their plumage, which was of some
shade of brown or fulvous, dull and inconspicuous.
Sand-grouse of a pale fawn plumage which blends
with the open ground live on the open stony
plain and congregate in considerable flocks. On
the slopes of the hills partridges are found, and in
the ravines Alpine choughs, rock-doves and crag-
martins. In and around the villages are sparrows
and robins. Wollaston also saw a cuckoo on a
telegraph wire.
The " enemy " in this bird and animal life is
represented by wolves and foxes on the ground, and
by eagles, buzzards and kestrels in the air. It is
against these that birds and animals have to protect
themselves by coloration. And the great lammer-